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Study shows groundwater contamination from P!

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has released a
study on Pacific Wood Treat-
ing Corporation that says the
shallow and deep aquifers
below the facility are contam-
inated with wood treating
chemicals.

A Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act preliminary
assessment on the Ridgefield-
based business was conducted
between March and August
1990. Thestudy was completed
in February.

Sylvia Burges, an environ-
mentalengineer withthe EPA,
said the contamination to the
groundwater has been sus-
pected for “sometime.” Delays
in assessing the facility, she
said, probably stem from
prioritization of projects and
limited funding.

PWT treats specialty wood
products with various chemi-
cals. Typical products include
power poles, pilings, tent poles
and playground equipment.

The document states that
twoseparategroundwater
studies indicate that both the
shallow and deep aquifers
beneath PWT are contaminat-
ed with “wood treating con-
stituents.” Those constituents
include PCP in the parts per
million level, polycyclic aro-
matic hydrocarbons, and
heavy metals, most notably
arsenic.

Contamination is resulting
from past as well as current
practices, thestudy concludes.

Burges said thie contamina-
tion appears to pose no threat
to nearby residents.

“Wehavenotseen anything
to show that we need imme-
diate measures to protect
human health and the envir-
onment,” she said. “As far as
we know, there’s no reason for
residents to be alarmed.”

Greg Niedermeyer, whose
family owns substantial
stock in PWT, said the com-
pany purchased equipment
and filters to begin cleanup of
the contaminants three years
ago. However, the company
has been waiting on permits
from the federal agency to
begin actual cleanup.

Niedermeyer praised the
operation at PWT.

“We have the most sophisti-
cated treatment plant in the
world to handle the material
we're dealing with,” he said.
“We have consistently at-
tempted to be ahead of the
techniques developed by EPA
and lead the way.”
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Groundwater under PWT
appears to be moving toward
the river, helping reduce any
health threats.

However, groundwater from
one portion of the site appears
to move toward Carty Lake in
the Ridgefield National Wild-
life Refuge. If that’s the case,
Burges said PWT may be
posing an environmental
hazard. .

Additional study is needed
of the business to determine

the extent of the contamina-
tion. :

To thatend, Burges said the
EPA has presented PWT with
a draft order, which states
what the agency would like to
see accomplished in an inves-
tigation of the problem.

The EPA isin the process of
negotiating with the company
onwhattheorder would entail,
she said.

“The .company has been
quite cooperative,” Burges
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said. “They’ve expressed a
definite interest in going
ahead with the appropriate
corrective action. They've also
indicatedthey havenointerest
in operating the facility if it's
inviolationofthe wood treater
regs.”
Burgessaidsheexpects
someaction will be required to
clean up the contamination.
While some of the contami-
nation has resulted from past
practices, Burges said current
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Groundwater under PWT
appears to be moving toward
the river, helping reduce any
health threats.

However, groundwaterfrom
one portion of the site appears
to move toward Carty Lake in
the Ridgefield National Wild-
life Refuge. If that’s the case,
Burges said PWT may be
posing an environmental
hazard. .

Additional study is needed
of the business to determine

the extent of the contamina-
tion. :

To that end, Burges said the
EPA has presented PWT with
a draft order, which states
what the agency would like to
see accomplished in an inves-
tigation of the problem.

The EPA igin the process of
negotiating with the company
onwhattheorder would entail,
she said.

“The company has been
quite cooperative,” Burges

said. “They’ve expressed a
definite interest in going
ahead with the appropriate
corrective action. They’ve also
indicatedtheyhavenointerest
in operating the facility if it’s
inviolationofthe wood treater
regs.”
Burgessaidsheexpects
some action will be required to
clean up the contamination.
While some of the contami-
nation has resulted from past
practices, Burges said current

practices are continuing to
contribute to the problem.

Those practicesinclude
some drippage that occurs
while the treated logs are
transferred from a tram to the
storage area and substances
that come off the logs while
they are in storage.

Burges said contamination
ofgroundwater can bedifficult
to clean up. She said it takes
timetocomplete and can often
cost a lot of money.
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